
Homily for third Sunday, January 23, 2022 

 

Over forty years ago the noted filmmaker, Franco Zefferelli, directed one of his memorable films, a true classic in the 
view of many Christians: “Jesus of Nazareth.” He captures on film some of the dramatic moments in the life of Christ, 
including Luke’s account of Christ’s appearance in his hometown synagogue of Nazareth, our gospel reading today. 

The synagogue was a place of instruction. There Jews listened to God’s word and tried to apply it to their daily lives. 

In today’s reading Jesus, according to his custom, joined the assembly of his fellow Jews on the morning of the Sabbath. 
He was invited to do a reading. He chose a passage from the Book of the prophet, Isaiah.   

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.  He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free and to proclaim a year 
acceptable to the Lord (Lk. 4:18-19) 

In the commentary that followed the reading, Jesus applied the words of the prophet to himself. 

He then dropped a bombshell. 

“Today, in your hearing, the scriptures are fulfilled (Lk. 4:21)”. 

Those in the assembly were stunned. In Zefferelli’s film one incensed Jew demanded that Jesus give an explanation.  He 
said, “What are you saying? The prophecy you have read can only be fulfilled by the coming of the Messiah, by the 
coming of the Kingdom of God” to which Jesus replied, “The Kingdom of God comes not in a manner foreseen by men. 
Repent and believe the Good News. The Kingdom of God, behold, is suddenly upon you.” 

It might have seemed too good to be true. 

In his keynote address, Jesus reveals not only his identity but also his mission statement. To those who hear his words, 
he is telling them what to expect from his messianic ministry. He will announce good news to those who are poor, blind, 
in captivity and oppressed. 

We Americans can identify with prominent figures who share their goals and aspirations with the people In the 
American tradition, U.S. Presidents give an inaugural speech right after being sworn into office. The speech usually 
provides an insight into what to expect from them. 

Let us reflect on the gospel. 

First, is our hearing impaired? Are we too distracted? Do the words of Our Blessed Lord matter today? 

Perhaps you may recall a commercial for an investment firm that turned up quite frequently on television.  It depicted 
two men in a crowded restaurant.  After sharing information of his recent investments, one diner asked his table 
companion what his broker recommended. “My broker is E.F. Hutton” (all the patrons in the restaurant eavesdrop) . And 
then you hear the voice of one who says, “When E.F. Hutton speaks, people listen”. 

In the account of Christ’s transfiguration, the Heavenly Father speaks, He says, “ This is my beloved Son. Listen to Him” 
(Mk. 9:7). 

Second, Jesus was a faithful Jew. He kept holy the Sabbath day. 

How do we live the Christian Sabbath day? Do we live Sunday as a day of rest and a day for the family? Are we mindful 
that it is also a day to devote to the Lord, by participating in the Eucharist? 

Every so often two words turn up on our television screen: Breaking News. If only for a moment our daily life is 
interrupted. The news may have unforeseen consequences for many of the viewers. 

Little did the assembly realize that when Jesus stood up to proclaim and interpret the sacred Word of God that it would 
be one of the defining moments in the history of mankind. Truly, it was “breaking news” then. Truly, it is “breaking 
news” now. “Today, this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing”. 

 

 


